
President’s Corner: 
The Chapters of IGS 

 

Dear IGS member, 
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On March 13, 2011, the number of chapters of the IGS increased by ap-
proximately 10%. Specifically, during its recent meeting in Dallas, the IGS 
Council approved the creation of the Finnish, Pakistani, and Slovak chap-
ters of the IGS. These new additions, which bring the total number of 
chapters of our Society to 34, provide good evidence of the healthy and 
continued growth of the IGS. We welcome the three new chapters to the 
IGS family! 

The addition of every new chapter provides us with the opportunity not 
only to nurture the newcomer by extending our ongoing technical activities 
into new geographic areas, but also to stimulate the existing IGS chapters 

by implementing initiatives that will lead to the continued growth of the geosynthetics discipline. A good example is 
the recent opportunity to initiate a program aimed at providing educational material on geosynthetics to professors 
in universities of some of our youngest chapters. The IGS response to this need is expected to lead to a broad 
initiative focused on undergraduate education on geosynthetics. This initiative will certainly benefit young and ma-
ture chapters alike.  

 Jorge Zornberg 

The concept of IGS chapters developed soon after the founding of the IGS on 10 November 1983. During its 27 
years of existence, the number of IGS chapters has grown remarkably. Figure 1 shows the chronology of the for-
mation of IGS chapters. As shown in the figure, the number of chapters has been increasing at a significantly high 
(and reasonably steady) rate of over one chapter per year (1.2 chapters per year, to be more precise). The concept 
of IGS chapters was introduced very early in the history of our Society, with Japan taking the initiative of forming 
the very first chapter in 1985. This initiative was soon followed by North America (NAGS) and the UK, which formed 
the first chapters in the Americas and Europe in 1986 and 1987, respectively. New chapters were continuously 
added to the IGS ranks and, by 1993 (the 10th anniversary of the IGS), a total of 10 chapters were already operat-
ing across Asia, Europe, and North America. By the end of the second decade in the life of the IGS, a total of 24 
chapters had been formed (now in all continents). And in 2011, the number of IGS Chapters has just reached 34 as 
a result of a continued focus on increasing the presence of the IGS and of geosynthetics to all regions.  
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Figure 1: Chronology of the formation of IGS Chapters. 

 



Figure 2 shows the world presence of the IGS in the form of IGS Chapters. As mentioned, during the first decade of 
the IGS, chapters were created in Western Europe, North America and Eastern Asia (countries shown in ‘red’ in 
Figure 2). They probably correspond to regions in the world where the geosynthetics market is now mature regard-
ing the now traditional applications involving geosynthetics. During the second decade of the IGS, new chapters 
spread out to the rest of the continents, including South America, Africa, and Oceania (countries shown in ‘green’ in 
Figure 2). This second generation of chapters includes growing economies in the world where the geosynthetics 
industry is probably still finding its acceptance by governmental agencies but that now counts with a solid group of 
professionals educated on geosynthetics. Indeed, many of the most spectacular projects involving geosynthetics 
have been constructed in some of these countries. Finally, during the third decade of the IGS, new chapters have 
been formed in areas such as Eastern Europe and Latin America. This third generation of chapters includes coun-
tries where the geosynthetics market is mostly in emerging stages and where a technology transfer, which should 
be sensitive to local practices and economic conditions, may lead to a significant increase of the geosynthetics 
market. 
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Figure 2: The chapters of the IGS 

 

In summary, with our society now heading towards three decades of existence, the challenges and opportunities 
involving the dissemination of geosynthetics knowledge continue to be significant. Indeed, the role of the IGS chap-
ters in this dissemination is expected to continue to grow and it is the intention of the IGS to tailor the assistance to 
the various chapters according to their specific needs.  

The number of technical activities conducted by the many IGS chapters is, simply, impressive. Starting in 2008, 
new guidelines were developed to facilitate the communication and summary of the important chapter activities. 
The heart of this new approach is the completion by the IGS chapters of a new Standard Reporting Form. The 
Summary Report of the activities of IGS chapters conducted in 2009 is discussed in this issue of IGSNews by IGS 
Vice President Jones (please refer to page 4 of this issue). This is the year of structured chapter reporting and as 
such the second summary report. This has allowed a cross-cutting evaluation of the full body of IGS technical ac-
tivities at international, regional and chapter levels. As in 2008, the 2009 chapter reports show a truly impressive 
number of technical activities. These activities include, to name a few, multi-lingual national conferences, educa-
tional programs aimed at regulators, and a healthy number of professional meetings. As indicated in the companion 
article, the overall level of activity is very high, as clearly illustrated by a total of 84 technical events reported by the 
chapters for 2009. This number exceeds the impressive number of 80 technical events reported for 2008, while 
being shy of the 88 technical events reported as planned by IGS chapters for 2010. It is clear that the IGS chapter 
activities will continue in a path of significant growth. 

The impressive number of local activities reported by the chapters is complemented by their significant effort in 
organizing the international and regional conferences of the IGS. The role of IGS chapters is particularly visible in 
the organization of our regional conferences. The last cycle of IGS Regional Conferences included the First Pan-
American Geosynthetics Conference (GeoAmericas 2008), held in Cancun, Mexico, the Fourth European Geosyn-
thetics Conference (EuroGeo4) held in 2008 in Edinburgh, UK, the Fourth Asian Geosynthetics Conference (Geo-
synthetics Asia 2008) held in Shanghai, China, and the First African Geosynthetics Conference (GeoAfrica 2009) 
held in Cape Town, South Africa. We are now looking forward to the next cycle of IGS Regional Conferences, 
which are already scheduled to take place in Lima, Peru (GeoAmericas 2012), Valencia, Spain (EuroGeo5 in 2012) 
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and Bangkok, Thailand (Geosynthetics Asia 2012). The organizers of each one of these regional conferences are 
diligently preparing their technical programs and are becoming ready to receive your (the IGS member’s) contribu-
tions. Please refer to the corresponding articles in this issue of IGSNews for additional information. 

The Council Committees of the IGS Council include a group of Regional Activities Committees, the charge of which 
includes promoting the activities and presence of the IGS in a given region, helping with the formation of new IGS 
Chapters, assisting in the organization of regional conferences of the IGS, and facilitating the distribution in the 
region of material to promote technical and educational events that will benefit the geosynthetics discipline. Specifi-
cally, the IGS chapters are grouped at the IGS Council level into the African, Asian, European, and Pan-American 
Regional Activities committees. It should be emphasized that that these are open IGS committees. Accordingly, 
representatives of the IGS chapters, as well as individual and corporate members, are encouraged to participate in 
the meetings and activities of these committees. An overview of the most recent structure of IGS Operating Units 
(including Council Committees, Council Task Forces, and Technical Committees) is reported in a companion article 
in this issue of IGSNews (see page 8). 

Ongoing initiatives being implemented at the IGS level directly benefitting the individual IGS Chapters include sup-
port for the development of online chapter membership web pages, nomination of chapter members in the various 
technical committees of the IGS, participation in the Student Awards program of the IGS, involvement in the techni-
cal program of the upcoming IGS Regional Conferences, and participation in some of the various ongoing educa-
tional initiatives of the IGS. For additional information of these various initiatives and how they can specifically 
benefit your chapter please contact the chair of your corresponding Regional Activities Committee or the IGS Se-
cretariat Manager (igssec@geosyntheticssociety.org). 

The IGS chapters have been and will certainly continue to be very powerful arms of our Society to achieve our core 
purpose, which is “to provide the understanding and promote the appropriate use of geosynthetic technol-
ogy throughout the world.” 

 

Jorge G. Zornberg, Ph.D., P.E.  

IGS President 
tel: +1(512) 232 3595  
e-mail: zornberg@mail.utexas.edu 

 

 

Summary of 2009 IGS Chapter Activities 
 
The use of the new standard reporting form for chapter reports allows IGS 
to understand the activities being carried out at local, regional and interna-
tional level. This summary report for the year 2009, which follows the in-
augural 2008 report included in the July 2009 edition of IGS News, shows 
an impressive number of technical activities being undertaken around the 
world. Figure 1 summarises the total number of technical activities carried 
out in 2009 by IGS chapters. These include activities where the chapter 
acted either independently or as a collaborating organisation. It can be 
seen from the figure that a total of 24 technical conferences were organ-

ised by IGS Chapters in 2009. This is a truly impressive number of national events and is up from 18 in 2008. 

Russell 
Jones  

The IGS chapters also reported a total of 19 workshops, 17 short courses and 11 main lectures held in 2009. 
These technical activities were supported by 171 reported board/committee meetings (in-person and conference 
calls), which shows the effort being put in by the chapter officers and members. 

An assessment of the most active IGS chapter has again been carried out. Again, it should be noted that this is 
based on the reported numbers and may therefore potentially be inaccurate. However, it is felt that this is a worth-
while exercise not only to identify chapters that are worth recognition, but also to identify chapters that may benefit 
from more support and help in coordinating future activities. 

Figure 2 shows a measure of the level of activities conducted by each of the IGS chapters in 2009. As previously, 
the Activity Index was defined as a weighted average of the self-reported technical activities. For consistency, the 
same weighting methodology as last year has been used where conferences are worth more than workshops, 
which in turn are worth more than main lectures. Also, activities conducted by chapters are worth more than those 
conducted by chapters acting as a collaborating organisation. 

The top score, for the second year running, goes to the South African Chapter (GIGSA) with an activity index of 49, 
only 1 short of its impressive 2008 activity index of 50. Our very active European chapters (Romania, France, Por-
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